In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2009-2010 Course Syllabus for 7th Grade English Language Arts    Term II
Teacher: Heather Chesman, Christine Salminen, Angie Taggart, and Tess Talley  E-mail: heather.chesman@biloxischools.net, christine.salminen@biloxischools.net, angie.taggart@biloxischools.net, and toiresa.talley@biloxischools.net


Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/faculty/heather.chesman/, http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/faculty/christine.salminen/, http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/faculty/angie.taggart/, and  http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/faculty/tess.talley/                     
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.

Ultimately, students must take responsibility for their own learning. Students will express, communicate, evaluate, or exchange ideas effectively by using and reflecting on an appropriate composing process (e.g., planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing) to express, communicate, evaluate, or exchange ideas with a focus on texts increasing complexity and length. 
They will compose narrative text, such as stories or retellings and plays, utilizing effective organization, transitions, vivid word choices, and specific supporting details, and containing multiple events. 
Students will compose informational text (reports, functional texts, presentations, and essays) utilizing topic sentences, effective organization, transitions, vivid word choices, and specific supporting details, including but not limited to texts containing chronological order and/or procedure. 
Additionally, students will compose texts of a variety of modes based on inquiry and research, generate questions, locate sources (e.g., books, interviews, Internet, reference materials, on-line data bases) and gather relevant information from multiple sources. 
Students will continue to use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate and apply knowledge of roots and affixes (e.g., –tion, -or, -ion, -ity, -ment, -ic, ian, -ist, -ous, -eous, -ious, -ance, -ence, -ive, -en,) to determine and infer the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
They will continue to develop and apply expansive knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. 
Students will use grade level appropriate synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. Moreover, they will use context clues to determine the meanings of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words. 
Students will apply knowledge of reference materials (e.g., dictionary, glossary, thesaurus, electronic dictionary) to evaluate word choice in a variety of texts (e.g., revise writing, peer editing), and to determine meaning. They will take notes on important information from sources, and present the results using a variety of communication techniques after synthesizing and evaluating their findings and selecting sources to support central ideas, concepts, and themes.
Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of increasing length, difficulty, and complexity. 
Students will reflect on and evaluate their processes while applying Standard English mechanics to communicate and using it to compose or edit. Students will study verbs (helping verbs, irregular, linking, transitive and intransitive), verb tenses [including purpose] (present, past, future, present perfect, past perfect, future perfect), as well as emphatic present and past tense. Along with verbs, students will learn subject-verb agreement (in sentences containing collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, compound subjects, and prepositional phrases separating subjects and verbs. They will analyze the structure of sentences (e.g., simple sentences including those with compound subjects and/or compound predicates; compound sentences including those with compound subjects and/or compound predicates), and compose compose simple sentences with compound subjects and/or compound predicates; compound sentences including those with compound subjects and/or compound predicates. 
Students will spell words commonly found in seventh grade level text and produce legible text. 
Additionally, students will apply knowledge of text features (titles, headings, captions, illustrations, graphs, charts, diagrams, bold-faced print, italics, headings, subheadings, numberings, maps, icons, pull down menus, captions, illustrations, graphs, diagrams, key word searches, etc., parts of a book (title page, table of contents, glossary, index, appendix, footnotes, etc., text structures (sequential order, description, simple cause and effect, procedure, compare/contrast, order of importance, problem/solution, etc., and genres to understand, gain information from, interpret, respond to, or analyze text to infer, justify, draw conclusions,synthesize, or evaluate information. 
Students will continue to infer the implied main idea from one or more related texts and analyze, interpret, compare, contrast, or respond to increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, and informational text citing text-based evidence. They will continue to determine the author's purpose (e.g., inform, entertain, persuade) throughout the term.

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: Spelling tests are usually administered on Thursdays; however, this is subject to change. Students are issued a district spelling list at the beginning of each term. Unit test dates are scheduled as student performance indicates readiness. These dates are available to students as they are posted on the board and teacher web pages. Grading is weighted as follows: major tests-55%, activities (includes homework) -25% and term exams-20%.  
Retesting:  If a student chooses to retest, he/she must attend a mandatory reteaching session arranged by the teacher. Retesting is to occur the following day or as arranged by the teacher. If a student is absent on the day of retesting, he/she will retest upon his/her return. Retesting will occur within ten days of the original test date. The higher of the two scores will be recorded.  
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Homework is due the following day for which it was assigned. Spelling homework is due on Thursdays prior to taking the weekly spelling test. Any assignments or projects are expected to be completed by the posted date. Only students who were absent are provided extra time in order to complete coursework. Students have ten days to complete such work upon their return to school. Otherwise, a zero will be posted. Reading outside of class is expected and is strongly encouraged. Students are required to complete several graded assignments and/or projects based on their independent reading selections throughout the year. Please see the Million Word Project handout for more details.  

The English Department's Homework Policy regarding late homework is the following: 
Ten points will be deducted for each school day an assignment is turned in late.  For example, an assignment due on Thursday, October 1, that is turned in on Thursday October 8, will not receive a grade higher than a 50.    

Course Requirements: Students are expected to complete all assignments in the prescribed manner. Furthermore, students are expected to study regularly and come to class prepared to work. This means that a pencil, paper, Million Word Project book, and positive attitude are required on a daily basis. Disruptions to the learning process will not be tolerated.  
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Nov 19   Common Term Assessment: Dec 17-18   Report cards Jan 7
     
http://www.biloxischools.net


